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    Every building in our district 
demonstrated strong gains in reading 
performance from the start of the 
year to the end of the first semester 
as measured through STAR and SRI 
systems. 
    As a district the following gains were 
posted:

Grade
1
2
3
4
5
6

Points Increase
57 points
87 points
87 points
78 points
68 points
47 points

    Up
   

SRI Lexile Scores for secondary 
students represent the 
percentage of students reading 
at grade level or above as 
determined by the SRI Lexile.

The number of points indicate growth on 
the scaled STAR score of all Waynesville 
students at that grade level.

Start of 
school 

year
35
49
58
64

Grade 
level(s)

7
8
9

10

End of 1st 
semester

50
57
61
65

     The Waynesville Middle School Wind Ensemble received a standing ovation from 
hundreds following their performance on Friday at the Missouri Music Educators 
Association Conference at the Lake of the Ozarks.
    “Students dedicated hours of their time to practicing and rehearsing,” says Todd 
Walker, the ensemble’s director. “The standing ovation made it all worth while.”   
     The students performed five challenging works:
  Regenesis (Song of the Planet) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John Higgins
 Home on the Range . . . . . Dan Kelly/Arr. James Ralston/James Barnes
 Cut to the Chase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Todd Stalter
 On a Hymnsong of Philip Bliss . . . . . . . . . . . . David R. Holsinger
 Allied Honor March . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karl King/Arr. Swearingen
     “I chose musical scores that would challenge our students and demonstrate their 
extraordinary skills,” Walker says. “Their performance shows that a young band does 
not have to sound young. The students were on key, in sync and crisp. I could not have 
asked for a more professional sound.”
    The WMDS band was the only middle school band invited to perform during the 
conference. Parents were provided with a limited number of tickets so they could 
attend the event held at Tan-Tar-A at 
the Lake of the Ozarks.  The band is 
under the direction of Walker and Jared 
Sabatasso.
    To view the program, featuring the 
WMDS Wind Ensemble, http://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib07/
MO01910216/Centricity/Domain/898/
Band%20Program%20version%204%20
FINAL.pdf

WMDS band students receive
standing ovation at conference

Students prior to the concert. 

Students at the concert under the director Todd Walker.Student reading 
performance is up
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Jim Oliver, center, is  a past 
president of the Missouri Music 
Educators Association and 
introduced the Waynesville Middle 
School Wind Ensemble at this 
year’s MMEA conference. Todd 
Walker, (right) the ensemble’s 
director, was Oliver’s student 
at Lees Summit, and Jared 
Sabatasso (left), co-director, was 
Walker’s student at Waynesville. 

For the fifth consecutive year, the WHS Varsity Wrestling Cheerleaders have 
been invited to perform during the state wrestling championships at Mizzou 
Arena in Columbia. They will perform at 2:50 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22.  

Tradition continues



    The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s 
video on the School Breakfast Challenge is finished and 
available for viewing on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FG5q8M2gypA&feature=c4-overview&list=UUA3U
SXkjxGieh0USVv3X9pg. The video features Wood Elementary 
and is designed to encourage other schools to serve breakfast.

Tiger Joe – a 
part of the 
career education 
program at 
Waynesville High 
School – received 
the CTA Spotlight 
of the month 
during January’s 
Waynesville 
R-VI Board 
of Education 
meeting. Tiger 
Joe, which serves coffee, espresso, smoothies and teas, is a program in the 
WHS special education department. Deidra Holmes, CTA president, presented 
the award to the teachers and students during January’s School Board 
meeting.

DESE video features Wood Elem

At right, fans show their support for the Tigers. Just six home varsity games remain: 
BOYS:  Feb. 7, Feb. 11, Feb. 21, Feb. 24; and GIRLS:  Feb.  3, Feb. 17

Valentine’s Day is coming and we want you to tell us why 
you love your job, loving working with students or love 
working for the district. Send your comments to ttails@
waynesville.k12.mo.us. We will publish our favorites in an 
upcoming issue of Tiger Tails.  

Tell us why 

you love 

working 

here

The Tiger Athletic Booster Club donated the 
new scorers table in the main gym at WHS, 
which features two large-screen televisions. 



    Russell Camilleri – the recipient of 
more national wrestling titles than any 
other in the history of the sport – joined 
the Waynesville High School wrestling 
team as an honorary member on 
Monday, Jan. 27. 

    Camilleri lives 
in nearby Richland, 
Mo., and is a prep, 
collegiate, and national 
champion Hall of Fame 
wrestler. He enjoyed 
watching Monday’s 
matches from a front-

row seat after receiving a Waynesville 
shirt and his wife, Rebecca, received 
flowers. 
    As a high school sophomore at 
Campbell High School in California, 
Camilleri compiled a perfect 48-0 
record on the way to three conference 
championships and two California 
state high school titles. After high 
school he went on to wrestle for San 
Jose State, where he compiled a 78-4 
record and was a three-time Pacific 
Coast Conference finalist who won the 
championship in 1958.  
    As an Air Force officer from 1958-
63, he competed in the inter-service 
championships, compiling a perfect 
record of 78-0. 
    From 1961-72 he won more national 
titles than any other wrestler in the 
history of the sport in our country, 
winning the freestyle national 
championship six times and the Greco-
Roman national championship six 
times. 

National wrestling champ named honorary member
    During his run of dominance he 
accomplished the amazing feat of 
winning both the free style and Greco-
Roman championships in the same 
year! He was also honored six times as 
the Outstanding Wrestler of the national 
tournament – an accomplishment that 
to this day no other wrestler has ever 
achieved. 
    “In those days, the Greco-Roman and 
freestyle tournaments were wrestled 
back-to-back on the same day… so to 
win it all (both championships), meant 
he had to make scratch weight and win 
12 matches in a row,” says Waynesville 
Athletic Director Josh Scott. “That is a 
testament to his toughness.”  

    Coupled with his compilation of 
impressive national team honors comes 
his Olympic career. Camilleri competed 
in two Olympic Games, first at the 1960 
Summer Games in Rome, Italy, where 
he placed 6th in Greco Roman and 
then again he represented the U.S. at 
the 1964 games held in Tokyo, Japan, 
where he placed seventh. 
    Throughout the 1960s he competed 
and experienced success at the 
World Championships placing sixth 
in freestyle twice. As a result of his 
amazing versatility and outstanding 
lifetime accomplishments in the sport 
of wrestling, he was inducted in 2010 as 
a distinguished member to the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Corey Duncan (Sr., 220 lbs.) and Isaiha Johnson (Sr., 120 lbs.) meet with Russell 
and Rebecca Camilleri.

Russ Camilleri

At left, David Hawk takes Max Parry of Columbia Hickman to the mat. Above, 
Hunter Sadler wrestles Andrew Pieper of Columbia Hickman. The District Varsity 
Wrestling tournament is scheduled to be held at WHS on Feb. 14.  


